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Good morning, Madame Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee. I am James Scanlon,
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation and Director of the Office of
Science and Data Policy within the Office of the Secretary at the Department of Health and
Human Services. Thank you for the opportunity to testify about the implementation of the

Information Quality Act (IQA) in the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS ).

HHS administers more than 300 programs. Comprised of ten large and diverse Operating
Divisions, including the NIH, CDC, FDA, and the federal Medicare and Medicaid agency, HHS
is the U.S. government’s principal agency for protecting the health of all Americans and
providing essential human services, especially to those who are least able to help themselves. In
the course of carrying out their program missions, HHS agencies disseminate a wide variety of
information to the public, ranging from research and statistical reports to expert and authoritative
health and medical information. Many of these dissemination products rank among the most
highly regarded and highest quality scientific, research and statistical information within the

federal government, and in many instances they set the national and international standards for

quality.



Consequently, HHS is committed to supporting, developing and disseminating information
consistent with the objectives of the Information Quality Act. It has long been an HHS goal to
ensure that the best available scientific and technical information is used to support regulatory

and programmatic decision making.
Requirements of the Information Quality Act

In 2001, Congress enacted the Information Quality Act (IQA), which directed the White
House Office of Management and Budget to issue government wide guidelines that provide
policy and procedural guidance for ensuring and maximizing the quality, objectivity, utility and
integrity of information, including statistical information, that the agency disseminates to the

public. OMB issued its Guidelines in February 2002.
The OMB Guidelines in turn directed federal agencies to do three things:

1. . Issue their own agency information quality guidelines by October 1, 2002;

2 Establish administrative mechanisms allowing affected persons to seek and obtain
correction of information disseminated by the agency that they believe does not
comply with the Guidelines; and

3. Report to the Director of OMB annually regarding the number and nature of

correction requests that the agency receives and how such requests were resolved.






