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* DEPARTMENT OF HE/ A HUMAN SERVICES . Jblic Health Service
N National Institutes of Hesith
National Heart, Lung, and
Blood Institute
FEB 11 2004 Batheszds, Maryland 20892
Willlam L. Kovaks
Vice President

Environment, Technology, and Regulatory Affairs
Chamber of Commerce of the United States of America
1616 H Strest, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20062

Richanrd L. Hanneman

President

The Salt Institute

Fairfax Paza, Sulte 600

700 North Fairfax Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314-2040

Re: Request for Reconsidaration Submitted September 22, 2003
Dear Messrs. Kovaks and Hanneman:

| am responding on behalf of the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute (NHLE!) to
your request for reconsideration (Appeal) under the National Institutes Health
*Guidelines for Ensuring the Quality of Infonmation Disseminated to the Public” (NIH
Guidelines). The Appeal concems NHLBI's denlal of your May 14, 2003 request for
comection (Comrection Request) seeking copies of NHLBI grantee data.! The Appeal
asks that NHLBI: (1) “comect the dissemninating Information by remaving it from its
publications and website” and (2) “be ordered b cease disseminating the subject
information until the requested data is produced.” The data at issue is from the NHLBI
granf-funded DASH-Sodium Trial and, a3 described In the Comection Request, concemns
“DASH-Sodium blood pressure data for each subgroup... at each of the three levels of
dietary sodium intake, inciuding the missing 2,400 mg/day intake level, on both the
control diet and the DASH diet™ The Appeal tlaims that NHLBI, In failing to supply you
with copies of the requested data, has violated the NIH Guidelines. Upon review of the
relevant documents and consideration of all the issues and arguments raised, | affirm
the agency's denial of your Comection Request.

As a preliminary matter, please undersiand that NHLBI supports NiH's long-standing
policy to share and make available to the public the results and accomplishments of the
activities that it funds. However, data sharing is sometimes complicated and limited by
institutional policies, local rules to pratect human subjects, and other local, state and
Federal laws and regulations. In this case, the NHLBI does not possess or control the

! See Letter from William L. Kovacs and Richard L. Hanneman dated May 14, 2003.

? Appeal at 10.
' See Correction Request, at 14-15. You aiso suggest: “This data should inciude, but not -
necessarily be limited to, mean blocd pressures, thelr standard deviations, and sample size for

each of the subgroups.” /d. at 16,
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