CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED SALT INSTITUTE

STATES OF AMERICA

William L. Kovacs, Vice President Richard L. Hanneman, President
Environment, Technology & Regulatory Affairs Fairfax Plaza, Suite 600

1615 H Street, N.W. 700 North Fairfax Street
Washington, D.C. 20062 Alexandria, VA 22314-2040

September 22, 2003

Associate Director for Communicauons
Office of the Director

Natonal Institutes of Health

Building 1, Room 344

1 Center Drive

Bethesda, Marvland 20892

Re: U.S. Chamber/Salt Institute Information Quality Appeal
Dear Mr./Mme. Associate Director:

This is an appeal of final agency action taken by the National Heart, Lung, and
Blood Insutute (NHLBI).

BACKGROUND

On May 15, 2003 the U.S. Chamber of Commerce (Chamber) and the Salt
Institute (collectively the “Petitioners™) filed a pettion for correction of informaton
pursuant to Section 515 of the Treasury and General Government Appropriations
Act for Fiscal Year 2001 (the “Data Quality Act” or the “DQA”),' the OMB
Information Quality Guidelines (the “OMB Guidelines”), the Department of Human
Health and Human Services Information Quality Guidelines (“HHS Guidelines™), and
the Nadonal Institute of Health Information Quality Guidelines (“NIH
Guidelines”)(collectively the “Guidelines”).

NHLBI had cited and relied on the results of the Dietary Approaches to Stop
Hvpertension (“DASH”) Sodium Trial (completed in January 2001) to issue multiple
news releases, articles, documents, reports, and web site statements touting the alleged

" Section 513, Treasury and General Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001; Public Law 106-354: see
44 O.K. $3516 (other provisions).






