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William L. Kovaks

Vice President

Environment, Technology, & Regulatory Affairs
Chamber of Commerce of the United States of America
1615 H. Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20062

Richard L. Hanneman
President

The Salt Institute

Fairfax Plaza, Suite 600

700 North Fairfax Street
Alexandria, VA 22314-2040

Dear Messrs. Kovaks and Hanneman:

This letter is in response to your May 14, 2003 request for correction filed under
the National Institutes of Health “Guidelines for Ensuring the Quality of Information
Disseminated to the Public” (NIH Guidelines).! Your request challenges information that
is contained in six documents discussing the effect of salt intake on human blood pressure
and that, you assert, “directly states and otherwise suggests that reduced sodium
consumption will result in lower blood pressure in all individuals.” Two of these
documents are clinical practice guidelines released by the National High Blood Pressure
Education Program (NHBPEP)” and four are press releases and other consumer-oriented

' These guidelines were issued pursuant to, and are consistent with: (1) the Department of Health
and Human Services “Guidelines for Ensuring and Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity, Utility,
and Integrity of Information Disseminated to the Public” (HHS Guidelines); (2) the Office of
Management and Budget “Guidelines for Ensuring and Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity,
Utility, and Integrity of Information Disseminated by Federal Agencies” (OMB Guidelines); and
(3) section 515 of the Treasury and General Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year
2001.

? The guidelines are: (1) “Primary Prevention of Hypertension: Clinical and Public Health
Advisory from the National High Blood Pressure Education Program,” which appeared in the
October 16, 2002 issue of the Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA); and (2) the
“Seventh Report of the Joint National Committee on Prevention, Detection, Evaluation, and
Treatment of High Blood Pressure (JNC 7),” reported in the May 21, 2003 issue of JAMA.






