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September 8, 2003

Honorable Eric MBost Mr. Carter Blakey
Under Secretary for Acting Director

Food, Nutrition, and Consumer Service Office of Public Health and Science,
U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of Disease Prevention
1400 In@pendene AvenueS.W. and Health Promotion
Washington, D.C. 20520 200 Indpendencévenue, SN.

Washington, D.C. 20201

Quiality of Information Officer Executive Officer

Office of Public Health and Science USDA/OES,Room 116-A Whitten Bldg.
Department of Health and Human Services 1400 Inépendene Ave., SN.

200 Indpendencé\ve., S.W. Washington, DC 20250

Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Sirs:

Enclosed is ourRequest for Coration of information catained in World Hdth
Organization (WI®) Technical Reort 916, Diet, Nutrition andhe Prevention of I@onic
Diseases.

On August 11, 2003he Secretarseof USDA and HHS bbtannounced antent to base
what they would include in the 2005 Dietary Guidelines m @athe aforementioned WHO
Report. This WHO Rept does not meeteéhU.S. Governmert data qualitgtandards both
for reasons adady staid by the U.S. Gvernment throdgHHS in its July 22002, letter to
WHO, and for reasons explained in oRequest for Correction.

Before USDA and HHS are, under the Data Qualiy; legally able to relpn any of the
facts and analyses supporting the scientific recommendations in the WHO Report, both USDA
and HHS will have tearry out goredisseminatioreview (that neds to include the plib
involvement of all keholders) tadentify speifically in what wayghis WHO Report fail$o
meet the U.S. Governmestdata quality standards. After that review, either USDA and HHS or
WHO will have to supplement this WHO Report with corrections before USDA and HHS will be
able to base policy guidance on aajentific recommendations and associated facts and analyses
stated in the WHO Rept.



Given the requirements of the Data Quality Act, we recommend that treteBies of USDA
and HHS also write to the World Health Organization (WHO) and the U.N. Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO), the sponsors of the WHO Report. The Secretaries of USDA
and HHS need to point out that the U.S. Government (and its agencies) cannot base their policy
decisions on any facts and arsaly supporting scientific recommendations stated in a WHO
Report, such as thone, until the fas and anabkes supporting Entific recommadations in
WHO reports can bghown, through predisseminatiorerview, to meet the).S. Government
data qualitystandards. We fiimer recommendat the Secretias of USDA and HB offer to
work together wth WHO and FAO tossist WHO and FAO itisutionalize a gsup within
WHO and FAO to assure that the medical and other scientific studies cited daydaaly expert
consultations convened by WHO/FAO meet the U.S. Governsneata quality standards. As
you can see in the enclosed letters, we havedglisssnt copies of this letter and ofRequest for
Correction to WHO and FAO.

We would note that the Office of Management and Budget (OMigntly proposedDraft
Peer Review Standards for Regulatory Scieffeeess Release 2003-34, August 29, 2003). On
the assumption that this Proposed OMB Bulletin takes effect (more or less in its present form) on
its target datefaJanuary 1, @04, it would appeahat USDA and HHSvould also have to
conduct a scientifically-rigorous peer reviefithis WHO Report, consistent with the Bullein
peer-review standards and procedures, before USDA or HHS would be abteotoary of the
facts and anabes supporting thecientific recoomendations in the W®I Report.

Thank yu for cosideringthis Requestdr Corretion and our reommendaons. We
would appreciate being advised of any action tbattgke.

Sincerdy,

Jim J. Tozzi
Member, CRE Advisory Board

Enclosures

cc: Director General LEE Jong-wook,
World Health Organization
Director General Jacques Diouf,
U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization
Assistant Secreta Kim R. Holmes, State



